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peril their lives for you, and the first conquerors of
Islam must have been made Muslims before they were
made " fighters on the path of God." Others allege
the low morality of the religion and the sensual para-
dise it promises as a sufficient cause for the zeal of its
followers; but even were these admitted to the full,
to say that such reasons could win the hearts of
millions of men, who have the same hopes and long-
ings after the right and the noble as wes is to libel
mankind. No religion lias ever gained a lasting hold
upon the souls of men by the force of its sensual
permissions and fleshly promises. It is urged, again,
that Islam met no fair foe, that the worn-out forms of
Christianity and Judaism it encountered were no test
of its power as a quickening faith, and that it pre-
vailed simply because there was nothing to prevent
it ; and this was undoubtedly a help to the progress
of the new creed, but could not have been the cause
of its victory.

In all these reasons the religion itself is left out of
the question. Decidedly Islam itself was the main
cause of its triumph. By some strange intuition
Mohammad succeeded in finding the one form of
monotheism that has ever commended itself to any wide
section of the Eastern world. It was only a remnant
of the Jews that learned to worship the one God of
the prophets after the hard lessons of the Captivity.
Christianity has never gained a firm hold upon the
East. Islam not only was at once accepted (partly
in earnest, partly in name, but accepted) by Arabia,
Syria, Persia, Egypt, Northern Africa, and Spain at